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though parents are apt to be partial to their children, 


EXODUS ii. 10. ſ = 
And the child grew, and ie brought him unto Pharaoli's 

daughter, and he became her for. And ſhe called his 
name MosEs; and fhe ſaid, Becauſe I drew him out of 
_ the water, © | CNN 


IOS Es was born at a period, when the Iſraelites 
were held in cruel ſervitude by the Egyptian 
monarch. His parents appertained to Levi's tribe, and 
were originally allied to each other by the ties of con- 
fanguinity. They had two children before him, a 
daughter named Miriam, and a ſon named Aaron. 
Aaron was older than Moſes by three years, and Miri- 
am by double that difference. | - 
Prior to the nativity of Moſes, Pharaoh had enacted 
a moſt barbarous law, that every male-child born of the 
Iſraelites ſhould be drowned in the Nile. The oftenfi- 
ble cauſe was an apprehenſion that, in proceſs of time, 
they would become more powerful than the Egyptians 
and then, in caſe of a war, might coaleſce with the 
enemy, and ſubvert the government ; and in this way 
reinſtate themſelves in the rights and privileges of free- 
men, to the no ſmall loſs of their lords and maſters. 
His firſt project was by heavy burdens to depreſs their 
ſpirits, and diminiſh their population ; but perceiving 
that they ſtill flouriſhed, he determined upon this laſt 
and cruel expedient. 

While this edict was in force, Moſes was born; and 


yet 
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yet there appeared ſomething extraordinary in this child. 
Both the Jewiſh and Heathen writers celebrate him as 
very elegant and comely in his perſon, beyond any of 
his ſex. This, as well as natural affection, might pre- 
vail upon the parents to run the riſk of concealing 
him; and ſome ſay that it was revealed to them, that 
he would prove the deliverer of his country. That 
they had ſome ſuch pleaſing expectation from the ſtrik- 
ing ſuperiority of his perſon, or ſome ſuch ſacred hint, 
appears to be implied in the language of the apoſtle, 
By faith Moſes, when he was born, was hid three months 
of his parents, and they were not afraid of the king*s com- 
maudment. Though the officers of government were 
very vigilant, they were baffled in their reſearches. 
When they could conceal him no longer, without 
the moſt imminent danger, they reſolved to commit 
him into the hands of the Supreme Guardian: and a 
divine Providence took the charge of him. Whether 
their thus expoſing him was becauſe their faith failed 
them, or aroſe from a courſe of reaſoning which paſſed 
in their minds, that ſo accompliſhed a perſon could not 
be deſerted by the hand of Heaven, cannot be aicer- 
tained, | | | 
They might conclude that it was impoſſible to elude 
the officers any longer.; but if they put the child away, 
it could not be poſſibly known to whom he belonged ; 
and ſome one might take him up, who, from the com- 


paſſion of his nature, and his ſuperior ſtation and 


circumſtances, might be inclined and able both to con- 
ceal and preſerve him. They accordingly conſtructed 
an ark, or ſmall veſſel of bulruſhes, and having well 
defended it againſt the water with ſlime and pitch, they 
put the child in, and laid him among the flags on the 
ſide of the river. Solemn and filent muſt have been 
the proceſſion, like that of an interment. 
The ſiſter, either by the parents' command, or from 


her own ſolicitude, placed herſelf at ſome diſtance, to 
| prevent 


TE -- 


| 990g ſuſpicion, but yet near enough to aſcertain the 
t 


ure condition of her little brother. PPE: 

Tell me, ye tender mothers, what muſt have been 
the feelings, what the foreboding fears of Jochebed, at 
this awful criſis; to leave this goodly, beautiful child, 
thus expoſed ! Perhaps, ſays ſhe, ſome heedleſs and 
unfeeling wretch may ſhove the ark into the midſt of 
the river, or overturn it, which would be equally fatal ; 
or by ſome natural accident it may be forced into the 
water, and paſs down the ſtream; or, which ſeems un- 
avoidable, he may die with want. a 

But draw near, ye pious parents, and behold, to your 
mingled ſurprize and joy, the hand of Heaven ſtretched 
out for his deliverance. roo | 

At this critical period, as a merciful God directed, 
the daughter of Pharaoh came down with her maidens 
to bathe, an exerciſe which is both ſalubrious and 


' agreeable in a warm and ſultry climate. Paſſing along 


the bank of the Nile, ſhe diſcovered the ark, and ſent 
one of her maidens to bring it. Upon caſting her eye 
into it, ſhe diſcerned a child of exquiſite beauty, which, 
together with his cries, moſt tenderly affected her feel- 
ings. She knew from the circumſtances, as well as 
from the complexion of the child, that he was of He-. 
brew extraction. No doubt that ſhe and her maidens 
made many female remarks. O what a beautiful boy ! 
what a pity that he ſhould ſtarve and die] poor bant- 
ling, how he ſobs and pants for the breaſt of his 
mother! | | | 
The princeſs, notwithſtanding the decree of her 
father, determined to ſave him. Miriam now hove in 
ſight, and mingled in the throng ; and perceiving the 
kind intention of the princeſs, aſked if the ſhould pro- 
cure a nurſe. Upon obtaining permiſſion, ſhe went 
and brought the very mother . the child. To her it 
was entruſted, with a ſtipend engaged: and no doubt 


the terms were moderate; for ſhe would cheerfully have 


received 
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received him without a compenſation, but for fear af 
fixing a ſuſpicion. Once more ſhe preſſes him to her 


boſom with a pleaſure before unknown. O] how differ- 


ent the ſcene. When at the river's ſide before, her 


heart was ready to burſt with diſtreſs and grief; but 
now ſhe approaches it with joy, and returns in triumph. 
If the parents before conceived that this child was 
born for ſome illuſtrious end, their hope is now v almoſt 
ripened into an aſſurance. 

The child flouriſhed under the nurturing care of his 
mother, and at a certain age ſhe brought him to Phara- 
oh's daughter, who, according to the uſual rites, reli- 
giouſly — him for her own ſon. She judictouſly 


called him by the name of Moles, which ſignifies draws 
out, defigning thereby to perpetuate the memorable 


event of his diſcovery. 
He was furniſhed with the beſt education that coun- 


try could afford; and Egypt, at this time, was more 


famous in the arts and — than any other part of 
P 


the world. The parents initiated him in the principles 
of the true religion; and the princeſs ſpared no coſt to 
have him brought up in the higheſt learning and ele- 


gance. And, lays the pen of the ſacred hiſtorian, he 
was learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians, and was 


mighty in words and in deeds. He continued at the 
Court until he was forty years, as one gf its moſt 


valuable members, when he was called off by the com- 
mand of heaven to be an inſtrument of the moſt _ 


iſhing wonders which ever took place. 

And here I cannot but pauſe, to pay a compliment to 
this moſt noble princeſs, for that goodneſs of heart 
which ſhe manifeſted towards this poor, helpleſs and 
periſhing child. It is faid that ſhe was the only child 
of Pharaoh, and, having no offspring of her own, 


intended that * ſhould be inveſted with all the 


honors of royalty. This action of thine, O Therma- 


I. muſt have given thee more heart- felt pleaſure, than 
= all 
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all the grandeur of the Court; and muſt render thee 
more conſpicuous and charming to the eye of every 
beholder, than all the jewels and ornaments of thy 
dreſs. Though no ſon did deſcend from thee, yet by 
educating this ſlave thou haſt rendered more ſervice to 
mankind, than if thou hadft been the parent of many 
children: : 

Let none derogate from her virtue, by ſaying that 
ſhe only followed the impulſe of her nature. It is com- 
mon, when a virtuous and heroic action is atchieved, 
for ill nature and envy to drop ſome remark in order 
to take off the ſhine and glory of it. | 

Was not the impulſe of a noble birth? Was it not 
an emanation of the Deity? As ſuch we will venerate 
it, and wherever ſhe walks along the banks of the Nile, 
we will ftrew garlands in her way. But to return to the 
hero of our ſubject. We might point out many par- 
ticulars, wherein he*was an eminent type of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; but we ſhall wave theſe, and make ſome 


reflections pertinent to the matter before us. . 

1. Whenever God purpoſes to bring about any great 
revolution, he always raifes up and qualifies ſuitable 
inſtruments in order to accompliſh it. Any one, that 
is acquainted with the hiſtory of the human race, muſt 
be convinced of the truth of this remark. We, in this 


country, have a notable inſtance of it in one, who is the 


preſent pride of America, and would dignify any throne 


in Europe. Other proofs, might be produced, but we 


ſhall attend to the one before us. Moſes was a man of 


a diſintereſted ſpirit, and eſteemed the intereſt of his 


nation before any other conſideration. He left the 
Court of a Pharaoh, and the throne, to which he was 
an heir apparent, for the ſake of eſpouſing the cauſe of 
his country, He was a man of great perſeverance, ſo 
as to be able to combat with the greateſt difficulties, 
and conduct the people of Iſrael through their long and 
tedious marches in the wilderneſs. He poſſeſſed a 
| B Ee : great 
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great fund of meekneſs, ſo as not to be ruffled by the 
calumnies and reproaches, which might be thrown up- 
on him from time to time. But this is often done to 
the beſt and moſt experienced officers of government, 
whereby a nation often loſes fome of their beſt props ; 

as we have experienced to our colt. And theſe qualifi- 
cations rendered Moſes a ſuitable inſtrument for pro- 


moting and carrying on the great deſign of Providence. 


2dly. Many of thoſe, who have made the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed figure on the page of hiſtory, have been tak- 


en from the loweſt grades in life. Who, that ſaw 
Moſes an outcaſt among the flags on. the river Nile, 


could ever have conceived that he would have been the- 


leader of God's people through the red ſea and wilder- 


neſs unto the land of Canaan. The Lord choſe David 
alſo his ſervant, and took him from the fheep-folds : from 


following the ewes great with young, he brought him to feed 
Jacob his people, and Iſrael his inheritance. 

might alſo point out to you a number who hold 

diſtinguiſhed places of honor and traſt, at the preſent 


day, who were raiſed from the loweſt of the people. 


And I dare ſay that your own obſervation and experi- 


ence will eaſily fu you with ſamples of this truth. 


And when I behold the beggar-children of the ſtreet, 


Ifrequently contemplate the idea that theſe by and by 
may rule the town, and perhaps be advanced to ſtations 


beyond the gift of their fellow citizens. The ſame 


natural talents and geniuſes are to be diſcovered among 
the poor which are diſcernible among the rich; and 


require only means 70 draw them forth. 


The inequality among them does not arife from want 
of natural endowments, but the different education and 
other circumſtances. Among the wild ſavages of A- 
merica you will ſee as ſtrong marks of genius as in any 
of the ambaſſadors of peliſhed courts. The Indian 
whole only amuſement confiſts in hunting the prey 


abroad, or {ſmoking the pipe of * at home, has as 
good 


* 
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good blood in his veins as a Cæſar or a Tamerlane, 
Man is compared to a ſlab of marble juſt taken from 
the quarry, and “tis education which gives the uſe, 
the form and the poliſh.” 

It is of the utmoſt importance that we ſhould culti- 
vate and improve the talents we are endowed with, ſo 
as to render the moſt ſervice to our country. There 
are none but who, by diligence and perſeverance, under 


the ſmiles of Heaven, may fill the moſt honorable and 


ucrative ſtations ; par ticularly in this country, where 
all are ſo nearly on an equality; and where neither 
birth nor titles give any pre-eminence, but diſtinguiſh- 
ed worth alone lays the foundation of preferment. 
3Zaly. We have before us a ſtimulus to charity. Caf 
thy bread upon the waters, and after many days thou ſhalt 
ud it. How many — helpleſs children are there in 
this town, who argyperiſhing for lack of inſtruction, 
and who, if proper y e educated, may be great bleſſings 
in their day and generation. I rejoice that ſome ſmall- 
er ſchools * have been inſtituted among us, and I could 
wiſh that they were more in number. I could wiſh to 
ſee the plan enlarged, and that we might have free 


ſeminaries erected for the young men and women + jn 


every quarter of the town; ſo as to quality them for 
life, either in an inferior or upper rank, and for any 
buſineſs and employment the providence of God may 
call them to. I am ture it is the beſt fortune a parent 
can beſtoiv upon his children. And upon this principle 
I have conducted myſelf, and, fo far as I have proceed- 
ed, feel mylelf amply compenſated. If a parent leaves 
a property behind him, what with unjuſt debts brought 


againſt the eſtate, and what with the poor and fraudu- 


1 | lent 


* Four School-Miſtrefſes have been appointed and paid by the Selectmen 
of the town for initiating the children of poor parents in the firſt rudiments 
of inſtruction. : 

+ Such Schools as have been inftituted at Boſton and Newburyport for the 
benefit of both ſexes in the higher branches of learning. 
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lent management of it, they may obtain but a ſcanty 


pittance out of it. ; ; 
But how many parents are there, who have it not in 
their power to pay for the education of their children 


the public, therefore, ought to take it upon them; and 


they will never be the poorer. Charity never impov- 
eriſhes, but always enriches the poſſeſſor of it. By giv- 
ing them an education, you raiſe their minds above 
mean and grovelling things, and may prevent their 
ruin. You thus fit and qualify them to render eſſen- 
tial ſervice to the community, They will hail you as 


their guardians ; and they, in their turn, may be bene» 


ficial to ſome of your poſterity, 


But I am now called upon to invite your attention 
to an object of charity, which does not occur every 


day ;—which never attracted your mind before, and 
never may again. You at once anticipate my mean- 
ing, and conclude, that I allude fo our ſuffering brethren 


at Algiers. Your inference is juſt, and you have been 
called upon in the public prints, to deal out of your 


ſubſtance on the Federal Thankſgiving, in order to 


their redemption, or relief. Your fingle arm cannot 


draw them out of the water, or emancipate them from 
the chains of the galley ; but it can reach out a cordial 
to them. Your contribution alone cannot ranſon1 


them, but it will afford relief in their bondage-ſtate, 


The price they demand, to be ſure, is very exorbitant 
and unreaſonable ; but then if every individual will con- 
tribute according to his and her ability, the burden will 
be light. Of the 130, which were made priſoners, it is 


ſuppoſed that not more than 0 or 80 are now in the 


land of the living. And conſidering the meanneſs of 


their living, the hardthips to which they are ſubjected, 


and their conſtant liability to the plague, it is preſum- 

ed, if they are not foon releaſed, there will be none left 
as objects of charity to any. : | 

lad I the voice of a Stentor, ſo that my words could 

| be 
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be heard in every aſſembly throughout the United 
States, it ſhould be cheerfully exerted on the preſent 
occaſion. I would ſpeak to every ear; I would en- 
deavour to ſpeak to every heart ;—and call forth the 
charity of all in behalf of our brethren, © who are this 
* moment dragging the chains of ſlavery in Algiers, 
that city of bondage and of death.“ | 
Only imagine to yourſelves, that you were in Algiers, 
that cruel and barbarous city, confined to the oar, as a 
'  galley-ſlave; and ſubjected to all the hardſhips/and diſ- 
treſſes of that ſituation, from the morning's dawn unte 
the evening's ſhade ;—denied the humble boon of reſt, 
the lot of all the brutal herd ;—compelled to labor by 
| the lacerating thong ;—and obltged to bear burdens, 
F 
} 


too great for human ability ;—and, at night, drove into 
places of confinement, where you were expoſed to the 
contagious diſorders of your fellow-priſoners. Only 
portrait this affecting ſcene, and once realize that it 
deciphers your unhappy ſituation ; and that in this ſtate 
you called upon your fathers, brethren and fellow-citi- 
zens in America, in the moſt dolorous accents, and with 
_ too big for utterance, to afford you relief, in the 
anguage of ſcripture, Pity me, O my friends, for the hand 
of God is upon me. And ſhould you know that a ſmall 
um from every hand would accompliſh your redemp- 
tion, and yet that it was denied, what would be your 
feelings? What your reflections on your native coun- | 
try? Are you called upon by the proclamation, 10 
review the calamities which afflift ſo many other nations, 
and can you forget the greateſt of all calamities, which 
reſt on the Heads of your devoted fellow-citizens ? 
O conſider the felicity, of which their ranſom will 
be productive. Only imagine that you behold the wives, 
the infants, and the aged fires, running into the em- 
braces of the priſoner, crying out in the language of ho- 
ly writ, This my huſband, this my parent, his my on, 
was dead, and is alive, was Vat, aud is found. Oh! how 
e will 
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will they make merry with all their much loved friends 
and connections; who at once taſte the luxury of joy, 
and diſcover on their countenance an energy of blits 
unutterable. They will not be drawn out of the water, 
but they will be extricated from a ſituation truly de- 
plorable, where they have long drank the bitter 
waters of affliction. Long have they dipt their morſel 
in vinegar; but are now indulging the pleaſing hope 
of being ſoon reſtored to the ſweets of life and libert y. 


If you have feelings becoming the dignity of your na- 
ture, give: if you are. the ſincere friends of your coun- 


try, give: if you would eſtabliſh grounds for the moſt 


pleaſing retroſpection, give: if you would wiſh for the 
prayers of thoſe ready to periſh, if you would partici- 
pate in the ſympathy of others in the day of your ca- 
lamity, and would experience the conſolatory aſſiſtance 
of the holy ſpirit in a dying hour, apen your hearts, and 
open your hands to theſe deſerving objects. It is pro- 
poſed by the officers of this ſociety, that they ſhould be 
preſented for your commiſeration the next Thurſday ; 

and can you {hut up the bowels of your compaſſion : 
They are in moſt wretched circumſtances ; and it you 
reſuſe to aſũſt them, they may periſh. They do not with 
to reſt as a conſtant burden upon you; only redeem 
them, and they will help themſelves; and may, perhaps, 
hereatter help you or yours; and thus teſtify cheir grati- 


tude. 4 


And now, my hearers, having expoſtulated with you 
ina caſe which never happened before in this country, 
I would expreſs the philanthropic wiſh of my heart, that 
the Moſt High would endow us all with a diſpoſition to 
extend of our charity, according to the exigencies of oth- 
ers and our own ability; and that having diſcharged 
this, and all the other duties of our holy Teligion, he 


would graciouſly admit us to an dee aa as qualified 


denizens in the new Jeruſalem above. 
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The e following portion, from a celebrated verſion, was ſet to 
mufic on the A com on. 


REMOV'D from friends I figh alone, 
In a loath'd dungeon laid, where none 
A viſit will vouchſafe to me, 


COS paſt hopes of liberty. 


My eyes from weeping never ceaſe, 
They waſte, but ſtill my griets increaſe ; 
Yet daily, Lord, to thee I've pray'd, 
With outſtretch'd hands invok'd thy aid. 


To thee, O Lord, I cry, forlorn; 
My prayer prevents the early morn. 
Why haſt thou, Lord, my foul forſook, 


New once vouchſat'd a gracious look? 


Prevailing ſorrows bear me down, 

Which from my youth with me have grown ; 
Thy terrors paſt diſtract my mind, 

And fears of blacker days behind. 


Thy wrath hath burſt upon my head, 
Thy terrors fill my ſoul with dread ; 
Environ'd as with waves combin'd, 


And for a general deluge join'd. 


My lovers, friends, familiars, all 
Remov'd from fight, and out of call ; 
To dark oblivion all retir'd, 

Dead, or at leaſt to me expir'd. 
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EcILESIASTES, ix. 18. 


WISDOM IS BETTER THAN WEAPONS OF 
WAR. © 


FTER revolving the various texts, which the 


| bible furniſhes, I could think of none more per- 


tinent to the preſent folemn and joyful occafion, than 
the ſacred paſſage now read, We muſt all feel the 
truth and force of it at this time; and but for this wiſ- 
dom, we ſhould not have been aſſembled within theſe 
walls with every mark of gratitude and joy on this auſ- 


picious day. 


It is by the Moſt High that kings reign and princes 


decree judgment; and therefore all that wiſdom and 


diſcretion, which has been diſcovered by our illuſtrious 
Preſident, muſt be attributed to a divine influence; it 
flowed from that Father of lights, from-Twhom comes down 
every good and every 2 gift. The chief members of 
pecially thoſe from theſe northern 
States, have been eminently endowed with the ſame 
heavenly wiſdom; while many of the ſouthern ones 
would have put weapons into our hands, and involved 
us in all the diſtreſſes of the European war. i 
Some, out of attachment to the Galkc cauſe, would 
fain have ſtirred up the people to an open commitment 
of hoſtilities. But it would have been an evidence! of 
great precipitation and folly. For the advantage to 


our Ally would have been very inconſiderable, on ac- 
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count of our immenſe diſtance and total inability in 
point of a naval force. In fact, they muſt have been 
loſers by it, as it would have put an almoſt effectual 


ſtop to thoſe ſupplies which they have conſtantly receiy- 


ed from our country; and which were ſo neceſſary to 
preſerve and ſtrengthen them for the victories they have 

— ny is better than weapons of war. We find much 
the ſame idea expreſſed in the 16th verſe, where it 
is ſaid, wiſdom is better than ſirength. And our line of 
conduct was of greater utility to the French nation, 


than all the _—_— we could have put forth. 


The great uſefulneſs and excellency of wiſdom is 


plainly enforced by theſe paſſages. What a bleſſing it 


makes men to the places where they dwell. And thoſe, 


who have diſcovered it in the critical ſeaſons of the laſt 


year, are to be hailed as the firſt of patriots, and as the 
guardians of their country. It 1s farther illuſtrated in 
our context, from the 13th to the 16th verſe. This 
wifdoni have I ſeen alſo under the ſun, and it ſeemed preat 


unto me. There was a little city, and few men within it; 


and there came a great king againſt it, and beſieged it, aud 
built great bultwarks againſt it: Now there was found in 


1t a poor wiſe man, and he by his wiſdom delivered the city; 


yet no man remembered that ſame poor man. It is a mark 


of a noble and elevated mind, when a perſon exerts al 


his abilities both of body and mind for the protection 


and ſalvation of his country, cut of pure affection to its 


intereſts, when he himſelf gains no advantage by it, nor 
has the reputation of what he has done, nor even the 
thanks of the community. To ſee a public ſpirit in a 


private {phere is a grateful ſpectacle to thoſe who diſ- 


cern things which differ; and muſt be pronounced as 
magnificent. Solomon here gives an inſtance, which is 
not to be conſidered as parabolical, but as a fact, which 
exiſted ; of a poor man, that, with his wiſdom, was of 
eminent benefit in a time of public diſtreſs and danger. 
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ed, as one not worthy 
of a place of public truſt, merely becauſe he had not 
wealth; but they all acknowledged his great underſtand- 
ing; and hence applied to him, on this emergency, for 
his advice and affiſtance ; and he accordingly gave it, 
which proved the ſalvation of the city. He did not 
% upbraid them with the contempt they had put upon 
« him in leaving him out of their council; nor tell them 
© he was poor, and had nothing to loſe,/ and therefere 
* cared not what became of the city.” No, he had too 
noble a ſoul, he did the beſt for it, and was bleſſed with 
fucceſs. Private reſentment muſt always give way to 
the public welfare. | | 

But ſorry we are to ſay it, he had no panegyrics pro- 
nounced upon his wiſdom, nor any ſignals of public 
honor conferred upon his perſon ; but he lived in as 
much poverty and obſcurity as he had done before. But 
the conſolation of ſuch is, that a reward is reſerved for 


them in heaven. 


We ſhall now apply the words to the preſent occa- 
ſion; and ſhall take notice of the benefits and bleſſings 


enjoyed, as penned in the Proclamation, being the con- 


ſequences of t hat wiſdom celebrated in the text. 

When we review the calamities which afflit ſo many o- 
ther nations, the preſent condition of the United States af- 
fords muck matter of confolation and ſatisfaftion. 

Theſe calamities we have had handed to us from time 
to time in the public prints; and they could not be read 
by any friend to humanity, without exciting the ſympa- 
thetic ſigh. Separate from the numerous deaths, which 
ever take place in a camp life, how many have been 
butchered by he weapons of war ! 

By the ſmalleſt computation, no leſs than fix hun- 
dred thouſand men have died in conſequence of this de- 
ſolating judgment, which is more than the number in- 
habiting this commonwealth, almoſt twice told. Be- 
ſides the immenſe quantity of treaſure, which has been 
conſumed in this ruinous war. Wo 
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we may lament the ſpoilations made on our trade tbe 


laft year; but we ought to reſt ſatisfied with this trifling 
loſs; for trifling it is to the country, though heavy to 
ſome individuals, and we ſincerely wiſh them an ample 
reſtitution : trifling it is to what we muſt have ſuffered, 
if we had been plunged into the unhappy wa. 
We wiſh well to our allies, who eſpouſed our cauſe 
in the day of our trouble; and we conſider it as a noble 
cauſe, in which they have been engaged; and had they 
been content with the firſt form of government framed 


for them, at the commencement of the revolution, they 


had been a happy nation. But owing to the intrigues 
and violence of certain characters, the whole country 


was thrown into the moſt turbulent commotions ; and 
ſuch barbarities committed, as will be a black mark in 


the page of their hiſtory. e 
When we contemplate the manner in which their 
een was butchered, and her royal Conſort, who was the 
mildeſt and beſt Monarch that has mounted the throne 
for ſeveral ages; and conſider their treatment of the 
noble Marquis, who fought and bled by our fide, we 
are obliged to break out into the energetic exclamation 
of holy writ, and ſay, Curſed be their anger, for it was 
heree ; and their wrath, for it was cruel, than 
Let us lament, with the deepeſt regret, that the 
* nobleſt caufe which ever ftained the theatre of the 
* world with human blood, has been polluted by a- 
* trocittes ſo deteſttble.” | 
Through the goodneſs of God, men of moderation 
and judgment are now at the head of their public af - 
fairs; and we hope and truſt that they will exhibit that 
wiſdom, which is better than weapons of war. There has 
been a proſpect of a general peace, and we are ſorry it is 
leflened ; for happy would it be for them, as well as the 
combined powers, ſhould it be carried into effect. | 


5 


Our Proclamation goes on and ſays, Our exemption his 


therto from foreign war, au increaſing proſpect of the contin+ 
nance 
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3 peace thereof, Rall ye have peace. And it is promiſed, as 


. 


wance of that exemption-—the 2 degree of internal tran- 
e 


Hity wwe have enjoyed theſe are mentioned among the 

ngs for hr we are to render praiſe unto Almigh- 

ty God. The people of this generation are no ſtrangers 
to the expences and horrors of this calamity, Seven 
ears experience effectually taught us what it was to 
— our towns wrapped in flames; — to hear of fathers 
and ſons ſlain in the field of battle ;-while thouſands 


( were ſtarving and periſhing on board the guard ſhips of 


the enemy. And had it not been for the unexampled 
prudence of the. majority of our government, and their 
patience under the. inſults and injuries we had received, 
we ſhould have had recent inſtances of the ſame diſtreſ- 


Some longed for a declaration of war for the ſake of 
plunder, which they hoped to obtain on the _ ſeas. 
But wiſdom is better than weapons of war; and the pro- 


fits of trade and commerce ſuperior to any treaſures we 


might obtain at the mouth of the cannon, which feldom 


2 ftays long by thoſe who have acquired it. There is 
2 ſcarce the man to be ſeen, who is the better for all the 
2 ſpoil they took in the laſt war. They might revel for 
2 & while 1n all the luxuries of life, but theſe acquiſitions 
did not abide by them like the gains of induſtry ; but 
ſoon went out like the crackling of thorns under a por; 
which makes a ſmart blaze for a moment or two, and 
_: ends in ſmoke and darkneſs. | | 
As health is the crown of private enjoyments, fo 
peace is the greateſt of public bleffings. And hence, 
> when the Pfalmift would expreſs the moſt cordial wiſh- 
es of his heart towards Jeruſalem, it is expreſſed in the 
following language, Peace be within thy walls, and proſpe- 
rity within thy palaces. And when Iſrael was carried in- 
to captivity, this was the divine injunction, Seek tlie 
= | nan of the city, whither I have cauſed you to be carried a- 


captives, and pray wnto the Lord for it : for m the 
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a mark of the divine favor, to that people who lead a 
virtuous and obedient life. They fhall go out with joy, 


and be led forth with peace : the mountains and the hulls 


ſhall break forth before you into ſinging, and all the trees of 


the field /hall clap their hands. And ſo in another paſ- 
ſage, And all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and 
great ſhall be the peace of thy children. And when his 
profeſſing people had ſo conducted as to bring the judg- 
ments of heaven upon them, the Holy One of Iſrael la- 
ments over them like a tender and afflited parent» 
His language is, O that thou hadſ/t hearkened to my com- 
mandment ! then had thy peace been as ariver, and thy righ- 
teouſneſs as the waves of the ſea. 


Would we know the comfort and bleſſings of peace, | 


then aſk the nations who are now at war ; eſpecially 
thoſe, whoſe country has been ravaged. As perſons, 
who enjoy an uninterrupted ſtate of health, ſeldom know 
how to prize it ; ſo the nation, that is favored with 
tranquillity, can ſcarce ſufficiently value it. I truſt this 
is not the univerſal caſe. Some among us, as well 
as the chief members of the government, are deeply 
penetrated with a ſenſe of the greatneſs of the bleſſing ; 
and would exert their utmoſt abilities to prevent its 


departure. Our beloved Preſident, who guided the 


chariot of the laſt war, has been unremitted 1n his en- 
deavors, to ward off this direful calamity. For which 
he has endeared himſelf to my heart, as well as increaſed 
the love, eſteem and confidence of every ſincere Patriot. 
And hence he calls upon us this day to preſent our moſt 


grateful acknowledgments to our divine Benefactor. 


The Proclamation goes on and mentions, the recent 
confirmation of that tranquillity, by the e of an in- 
ſurrection, which ſo wantonly threatened it. While others 
have been pleaſed with the large imigrations which have 
been made into this country, I muſt confeſs, that it h 
excited in my own mind fearful apprehenſions; as 
Knew that they would bring with them the — 

habits 
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habits of the old countries, and thereby endanger the 
peace, virtue and happineſs of this infant nation. And 
my foreboding fears have been realized by this late 
event. Better would it be for this country, to increaſe 
their numbers by natural population, than by the ad- 
miſſion of foreigners. New - England is by far the moſt 


; reſpectable and happy part of the union, and it muſt 


be traced up to this as its ſource. 
Bleſſed be God, that this unnatural rebellion was 


; cruſhed without the effuſion of human blood; I call it 


unnatural, becauſe the government is elective, and they 


had as much a hand in chuſing the Rulers, as any other 
part of the nation; and the way was open to remonſtrate 

and obtain a redreſs of their ſuppoſed grievances. But 
the fact was, they appeared unwilling to do their part 
27 towards raiſing a revenue for national purpoſes. 


In the ſuppreſſion of this inſurrection, we find the 


truth of our text ſupported, zwi/dom is better than weapons 
e war. The prudence of the Executive ſent forth ſo 
large an armament, as rendered all oppoſition deſperate, 
and obliged the counties to ſubmit to terms of peace; 


while a few, whoſe crimes had been atrocious, fled out 
of the reach of the ſtrong arm of power. Whereas a 
force of an inferior kind, would have brought on the 
moſt dreadful ſlaughter. But this wiſdom of our Preſi- 
dent did more execution than any weapons of war could 
have done ; nit ſubdued the country at a ſingle ſtroke, 
ſo that the well diſpoſed can now fit down under their 


7 vines and fig trees, and have none to make them afraid. 
In addition to the peace at home and abroad, 
the Proclamation mentions tte happy courſe of our 


Public affairs in general—the unexampled profherity of 
all claſſes of our citizens as circumſtances which pecultarly 


— mark our ſituation with indications of the divine beneficence 


towards us. The ſucceſs attending our trade and com- 


merce has been ſurpriſingly great; hence*the great in- 


= create of our ſhipping, which is as much evidenced in 
this 
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this town, perhaps, as in any. The thirteen ſtripes have 
been waved in every part of the globe; and ſcarce a 


week, or day, but what the winds have wafted more or ö 
leſs of our veſſels from foreign parts. And every kind © 


of buſineſs has had full employ; that the merchant, art- 
iſt and mechanic, together with the huſbandman, 
may ſing and rejoice in uniſon. It is ſtyled an ane xam- 


pled proſperity ; and indeed it far exceeds whatever was I 


known 1n this country before. 


| Deeply penetrated with this ſentiment, I George Waſhing- | 
ton, Prefident of the United States, do recommend to all re- 


ligious ſocieties and denominations, and to all perſons whom- 


ſoever, within the United States, to ſet apart and obſerve 4 


Thurſday, the nineteenth day of February, as a day of public 7 


thankſgiving and prayer ; and on that day to meet together, 


and render their fincere and hearty thanks to the great Ruler 4 


of nations, for the manifold and ſignal mercies, which diſtin- 
guiſh our lot as a nation. And I preſume that it is with 
the greateſt cheerfulneſs, we are now afſembled to per- 
form this moſt reaſonable ſervice. Every one muſt feel 
the force of the duty, and ought to evidence it by ſuch 
a deportment as ſhall be well pleaſing in the fight of our 
Heavenly Father. Io obey, is better than ſacrifice, and 
to hearken, than the fat of rams. It 18 in vain for us to 
keep a ſolemn day of praiſe, and to enumerate the 
bounties of God, and to accompany the ſame with the 
ſinging of anthems ; unleſs we do afterwards love, fear 
and ſerve God with all our hearts. | | 

We are commanded, at the fame time, humbly and 


fervently to beſeech the kind Author of theſe bleſſings graciouſly | 


to prolong them to us—to imprint on our hearts a deep and 
folemn ſenſe of our obligations to him for them—to teach us 
rightly to eſtimate their immenſe value—to preſerve us from 
the arrogance of proſperity, and from hazarding the advan- 
tages we enjoy by deluſrue purſuits—to diſpoſe us to merit 
the continuance of his favors by not abuſing them, by grati- 


tude for them, and by a correſpondent conduct as citizens and 
= as 
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as men. I need not tell you that the continuation of 
theſe bleſſings depends on ourlelves, and on our own 

ood behavior. If we value them as we ought, that 
will ſtimulate us to uſe our endeavors. to hay&them 
permanent. And as we depend upon God for theſe 
enjoyments, we ought to be obedient to his commands ; 


and then we ſhall continue 70 eat the fruit of the land, and 
2 dwell ſafely. Our proſperity ſhould not make us vain, 
nor lead us into any prepoſterous meaſures, left we be 


plunged, ere we are aware, into inextricable difficulties. 
Let us preſerve a ſpirit of piety, and in al our ways ac- 
knowledge God, that he may direct our paths. Let us ev- 


er maintain a ſenſe of gratitude, and by the practice of 
virtue and religion, engage the ſmiles of heaven at all 
times; remembering that r/g/4teonſneſs exalteth a nation, 


but fm is a reproach, and, if perſiſted in, the ruin of any 


4 people. Such a virtuous deportment will render this coun; 
= try more and more a ſafe and propitious aſylum for the unfor- 
2 runate of other countries. Thus will this land be the glo- 


xy of all lands, by enjoying the peculiar ſmiles of hea- 


ven. And that this may be continued to be the happy 
cCaſe among us, let us pray Almighty God 7o extend a- 
mong us true aud uſeful knowledge—to diffuſe and eftabliſh 
= habits of ſobriety, order, morality and piety. This is the 
language in which our excellent firſt Magiſtrate addreſ- 
ſes us; hereby calling upon us to the practice of every 
duty, in which our proſperity is concerned. Each one, 
therefore, ought for himſelf ſincerely to endeavor to de- 


Port ſo as to aſſiſt in bringing down the ſmiles of heaven. 


Parents and heads of families ought to be aſſiduous in 
training up their children and domeſtics in the love of 
= God, and their country; and magiſtrates, and all offi- 
.- cers of government, ought to carry every law into prompt 
+= and full execution for the ſuppreſſion of all immorali- 
ties and diſorders, and for the encouragement of moral- 


ity and virtue. | 
Finally, let us pray to our Heavenly Father, 10 im- 
22 part 
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part all the bleſſings we poſſeſs, or aſk for ourſetves, to the 


whole family of mankind ; and thus bring on the millen- 


ium ſtate, when wars ſhall ceaſe, and there all be no | 


hurting or defrrojing, in all God's holy mountain ; when 
knowledge and religion ſhall be ſo prevalent, as to ren- 
der it unneceflary for any to ſay 6 his neighbor, know the 
Lord, This is the hope and expectation of all God's 


people, and, O haſten the day, bleſſed God, for thine is | 


the kingdom, power and glory, 


But ſhould we not in our day ſee. the millenium; yet 
we ought to labor after thoſe virtues and graces which 


will be the glory of it. And what an honor would it 


be to this day, if every religious aſſembly throughout 


the continent ſhould riſe up as one man to ſtretch forth 


their arm for the redemption of their brethren in cap- 
tivity, This would ſtamp it with a peculiar grace, and 
hand down the name of this thankſgiving to poſterity 
with unfading laurels. This will add a luſtre to the 
ſolemn and affecting ſcene, which has never been ſur- 
paſſed in ancient days, and perhaps will not be equalled 
in the memory of man, Methinks I hear our brethren 
ſay, Sick and in priſon we are. Viſit us, we beſeech 
you, in the genius of the chriſtian religion, the baſis of 
which is charity, We have left behind us parents, 
wives and children, and a conſciouſneſs of their ſorrows 
at the awful ſeparation doubly enhances our own an- 
gmſh. Ye that know the tenderneſs of theſe ties, pity 
our condition and relieve us—raiſe us up out of the hor- 
rible pit, and out of the miry clay, and ſet our feet once 

more on the land of liberty and religion, | 
Our relatives have long mourned for us, as one 
mourneth for the dead, Our companions have been 
like virgins girded with forrow for the huſbands. of their 
youth; and children have wept their parents, ſnatched 
from them in the meridian of life. O ſave huſbands, 
fathers, brethren, from a ſituation completely wretched, 
and tenfold worſe than the bittereſt death. O reſtore 
US 


E | 


us to the land of Chriſtianity, to our beloved homes, 
and our weeping friends; and heaven amply reward 
you. 8 : | 

O happy, thrice happy, that period, when theſe re- 
deemed of the Lord fhall return, and come with ſinging unto 
the American Zion; and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon thetr 


. heads : they ſhall obtain gladneſs and joy, and ſorrow and 
mourning fhall flee away. Grant this bleſſing, O moſt 


merciful Father, for the ſake of thy Son and our Sav- 
iour; and to this holy and devout wiſh let all the Con- 
gregation ſay, | 5 
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